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Then by degrees he begins to allow that he can be
eloquent, even that the opinions he professes are sound
and moderate, but his character justifies the general
distrust. By the middle of August he is convinced
that the fear of Mirabeau is exaggerated. It is his
interest to establish his reputation as a statesman,
and it is not likely that he would commit crimes
certain to defeat his object. He excels all his colleagues
in talents, genius, and knowledge. His constitutional
views are sound and moderate, and in any case he is
too much distrusted to be dangerous. Before the end
of October Duquesnoy thinks that " Mirabeau alone has
the genius, the talents, and the strength of character to
extricate us from the fearful chaos into which we are
plunged. The circumstances are such that he must be
minister. Yet perhaps a short delay is necessary in
order that the public may recognise that private im-
morality is no obstacle to public virtue."

This was written after the events of the 5th and 6th
of October, and in spite of the suspected complicity of
Mirabeau in the guilt of those days of " shame, oppres-
sion, perjury." It was recognised from the first that the
march on Versailles of the scum of the female population
of Paris, accompanied by not a few male ruffians, some
of them disguised as women, supplied with money, with
arms, and even with food, was no spontaneous popular
movement, no "genuine outburst of nature," but the
product of elaborate art; and an attempt to discover the
artificers was subsequently made before the Chatelet.
Next to the Duke of Orleans, and as his confederate,
Mirabeau was most strongly suspected. His reputation,
the belief that he was as bold and unscrupulous as he